IMPACT: International Journal of Research in =4

Humanities, Arts and Literature (IMPACT: IJRHAL) ey = = 4=
ISSN (P): 2347-4564; ISSN (E): 2321-8878 H H 1’] vj < fi L
Vol. 9, Issue 6, Jun 2021, 81-88 3 T

© Impact Journals

DOCUMENTATION ON TRADITIONAL FESTIVAL WEAR OF CONSE RVATIVE
SOCIETIES OF NORTHERN KARNATAKA

Shweta Mariyappanavar

Vice Principal, JD Institute of Fashion Technology, Panjim, Goa, India
Received:02 Jun 2021 Accepted:07 Jun 2021 Published: 19 Jun 2021

ABSTRACT

India is recognized globally for its deep-rooted culture with diversity. Each community articulates the rich heritage,
civilization, habitat, beliefs and unique costume. In India even today nomads and some conservative societies dwell in
remote areas, cut off from main city. Among such communities Goulis, Halakkis, Kunbis Lambanis and Sddis are
identified for stunningly traditional costume. The present investigation focused on traditional costumes worn during the
celebration of fairs, festivals and rituals by conservative societies of Karnataka. The costumes of each conservative society
differ in their traditional costumes. The results reveal that 1% and 2™ generation men and women, irrespective of the
conservative societies wear traditional costumes, whereas, a shift towards the modern costumes can be observed among

younger boys and girls of all the conservative societies.
KEYWORDS:Conservative Societies, Traditional Costumes, Fairs, Festivals and Rituals

INTRODUCTION

The conservative societies (tribes) populatiordentified as the aboriginal inhabitants of our doyiiand seen in almost
every state of India. For centuries the consergasigcieties have been living very simple lives Hase the natural

environment and have developed cultural patterngeaial to their physical and social environmerg.the name implies,
conservative societies (tribes) are ‘Adivasi’ oigoral dwellers, living in the subcontinent from renorded time and
possibly driven into the forests by more aggressittliers - Aryans being the earliest ones to #g@abjugate them. In

order to resist complete domination, conservativeiedies evolved their distinct identity througffelistyle, endogamy,
occupation, spirituality, their festivals, ritualsystoms and beliefs, cropping pattern, huntingdfgathering as well as
ethnic costumes, jewellery, accessories,head gear footwear. Above all, their intense personahtiehship with the

jungle around them, built perfectly balanced rhyshahich can best be described as symbiotic (Vamt&&l0).

The present study paying attention on the consigevabcieties oGoulis, Halakkis, Kunbis, Lambanis andSddis
of Dharwad, Haveri and Uttara Kannada district efiataka state in south India. These groups hageehistorical past
as most of them are migrants. This study aims fooeg and document the traditional costumes worringufairs,
festivals, and rituals of conservative societié® traditional textiles and costume of each corstere societies of the
region, strengthens communal solidarity and beli&fge tribal costume has its own charm with itglitianal textiles
which shine in their highest glory of beauty. Graltjudue to competition and rapid development, metgphosis of the
tribal social setup, handicrafts of the tribes loas much of its market, and is almost non-existent reached the verge of

extinction in the name of change. Preoccupied thithsurvival of the study was to touch upon theristic vision of the
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traditional textiles, their status and strengttsofvival. In this view, the specific objectives wedpo study the distinctive
features of the traditional textiles in terms ofng@used, looms, colour, motifs and their symboleamd to document the

traditional costume of men and women worn for défé occasions.
METHODOLOGY

The present study was undertaken during the ye&d-2014 in Dharwad, Haveri and Uttara Kannada idistrof
Karnataka. The respondents in this study are driimm five different conservative society\dz,Goulis, Halakkis,
Kunbis, Lambanis and Sddis. A total of 250 conservative (tribal) families, Hmilies from each conservative societies
were selected following randomly sampling methodwsdver, two villages from each Taluk of Dharwad,vela and

Uttara Kannada district were selected through ptteethod.

The major part of data was collected from the heaflshe family, elderly and experienced members of
conservative societies, The data was collectedutiiropersonal visit to the families in order to dleé first hand
information with respect to the listed objectivBanchayat members of the villages, Communityakas and Panchayat
Development Officers were interviewed in group tiie the pertinent data regarding the number oflideholds,
population, origin, fairs and festivals. The primatata was successfully collected through interyiebservation and
photographic methods.Each conservative societyitaasvn record of celebrating various fairs andifeds. Number of
festivals celebrated by all the societies is ddfér Under this heading the documentation enconspasemonth of
celebration, costume worn, involvement of family mieers and their significances during celebrationfaifs and
festivals.There are various rituals carried out\ary stage of life from birth till death of an imdiual. These rituals vary
for boys and girls, and some are common for botte procedure and custom followed in performing edicial differ

from one society to another; thus the detail alfouttions and rituals is recorded under this headin

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Traditional Costumes Worn During the Celebration of Common Festivals by Conservative Societies

Karnataka fairs and festivals have a lot importancdie daily pattern of the Karnataka conservasioeieties. In fact, the

Karnataka fairs and festival form an integral pHrthe lifestyle of the people of conservative stieis. Some of the vital

fairs and festivals of conservative societies asenmonly celebrated by all the conservative socetiad some are

traditional celebrated by each conservative socighjch are unique with a less or no resemblancengneach other. The

festival mood is always in the air of conservatbazieties. These festivals are filled with charmacg and significance

that can be witnessed visually among conservatiegeties. The vibes that have been created byatihe dnd festivals of

conservative societies have been successful irciitegpithe religious and cultural aspects of thengsaka state. Costumes

play an important role in the fairs and festivaisomg conservative societies.

Gathering opinion from conservative societies andbncept of commonly celebrated festivals, it feasmd that
some of the festivals celebrated by the peoplearhitaka are also being celebrated by these caisersocieties other
than their traditional festivals. The festivaliz., Sankranti, Shivaratri, Holi, Ugadi, Nagar panchami, Ganesh festival,
Dasara andDeepawali are celebrated in the month of January, Febrddaych, April, August, September, October and

November respectively,(Table 1).
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These festivals are celebrated sinc® &éntury byKnubis andSiddis, 17" century byHalakkis and 19" century
by Goulis andLambanis. The entire family of each conservative socieitie®lved in celebrating these festivals. However
Hoali festival amongdsoulis, Halakkis andKunbis is celebrated by only men, young boys and girtsnen are not a part of
Holi celebration. Thé&ouli andHalakki women along with young girls celebrddagar Panchami andKunbi women folk

celebrateDeepawali.

The traditional costumes worn by men and womenookervative societies during the festivals varieanf one
another, in fact the societies are very particataout the colours of their traditional costumese Jhunger generation of
all the five conservative societies irrespectivetivdir gender has shifted over to modern costunsethat of urban
societies, to indicate one among them. All theifatt have mythological, social, cultural, spiritiand psychological
significance like worshiping of deity and ancesttrsprefect and safe guard them, to preserve théfure, to collect
together and inherited the culture to next genematio solve the disputes and enjoy the festidgeh festival has its own
procedure to be followed but varied from one anottenservative societies. There festival bringsrthegether and

resolve conflicts in the communities.
Traditional Costumes Worn During the Celebration of Traditional Festivals by Conservative Societies

The entire community oGoulis is collectively involved in celebratinGouri Habba, Dasara and Govu hunnime in the
months of September, October and November respdgtiguring these festivals th&oulis worship deity and cattle. On
the other hand young boys and girls along with iydmen in the family involved in celebration ofggia in February.
During these festivals men and women are seenein titaditional costumeise., men in shirt, half pant and white turban
and women in 9 yard sari draped in Kachi with senplouse. The traditional colours of saree arermatpeen and

turmeric yellow.

Halakkis of Uttara Kannada are found to have been celelratieir traditional festivals since "l Zentury.Hari
dina habba is celebrated when a person belonginglébakki man comes back home after worshiping Luatikateshwar
at Tirupati,Gaddi habba is celebrated during October and November to wpnsaddy crop, the pack of cattle is worshiped
in November and it is calle@ovu habba, Huli habba is celebrated on a convenient day suitable foretitee community
in a forest andannu habba is celebrated in the name of their ancestorsémtionth of May. All the above four festivals
where the entire community is involve8lggi festival is celebrated for a weeks'’ time before féstival ofHoli in the
month of March, where only men, young boys andsgire involvedTuls pooja is the only traditional festival celebrated
by Halakki women and girls in the month of November, when @&sdTuls is worshiped and prayed for the safety and
security of their husband and family. The traditibnostume worn bydalakki men and women during these festivals is
Langoti by men and sareBand) without choli. The dominant colours of sareesfatad to be green, red, dark pink, blue,

purple and yellow.

The Kunbis have settled in Uttara Kannada sinc& Gintury, and the traditional festivals celebratgd<unbis
are Hiriyaru habba either in the month of May or June celebrated twship their ancestors to get protection from evil
spirits; Huli habba is celebrated according to the connivance of thtéree community where the tiger is worshiped to
protect their families and domestic anima&igma festival is celebrated during March by men, young$and girls and
Tulsi pooja is performed by women and girls. The traditionadtame worn byKunbi men are shirt and half pant, whereas

women in saree, however women do not use blousetratitional colours of the saree are green, sketand purple.
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The Lambani conservative societies of Haveri and Dharwad idistelebrateSeetala (Koli hubba) in the month of
August since 19 Century. Where the entire communitylafmbani celebrate in their respectif@nda and villages. This
conservative society worships their Deity to proteeir Tanda from diseases and disorders. The traditional costworn
by men is composed of Dhoti, Kurta and Turban anchen used Ghagra, Choli and Chunni respectivelg. tfdditional

colours of women costume is red, maroon and black.

Hiriyaru habba is celebrated in the months of April and Novemlike only traditional festival celebrated by
Sddis since 18 Century. The entire community gets together andships their ancestors; pray them to be with them
forever to safeguard their families and communitye traditional costume worn by men was Langoti bodice and skirt
by women. However, their traditional colour is a®resentlysiddis have left behind their traditional costume but are

seen wearing modern costumes, (Table 2).

Irrespective of the conservative societies theyfepred to wear some of the modern costumes dutiedy t
traditional festivals. Young boys wear shirt, kuttalf pant, trousers and jeans whereas youngappear in Indian saree,

salwar-kameez, skirt-top, frock and jeans-top.
Traditional Costumes Worn During the Celebration of Functions and Rituals Preformed by Conservative Steties

There is no country or community wherein custongsrat found, customs play an important part in @eadty building

from birth to death man is under the influence wdtoms. If customs is taken as the repository ofsouial heritage the let
us discuss the heritage of the conservative sesidi order to know this social heritage, letaketup the cycle rituals of
conservative societies. A life cycle ritual stasith birth of a child and end with death of a persén attempt is made

here to illustrate the rituals in Table 3.

All the conservative societies have their own waperforming the rituals for both the genders. Buaty Sddis
do not have any evidence of their ancestral ritirsdsead they perform the rituals by imitating thfer communities
surrounding them. However, irrespective of the eovetive societies do not perform any ritual at ltfeh of a child.
Naming ceremony is performed IBoulis, Halakkis and Kunbis after 13' day of birth whereir.ambani perform after 1
month. Javala (hair cutting) is performed 9t 8", 11" and §' month after birth byGoulis,Halakkis, Kunbis andLambanis
respectivelyGoulis, Halakkis andLambanis perform thread ceremony df Bnonth of birth wheread§unbis perform after
3“ month of birth this ritual is done only for a balxyy. The ritual performed on girl attaining pulyertay be between 12-
16 years of agekunbis do not perform any ritual on attaining puberty.gggement and marriage is performed after 18
years of age for both boys and girls. Sheemang(anecy) ritual is celebrated af &onth byGouli andHalakki and 7'
month amongd_ambani, whereakunbi do not perform this ceremony. Death ceremony ifopered after & day among
Goulis, 11" day byHalakkis, after 1 year byunbis and after 18 day byLambani irrespective of their gender. Almost all
the rituals are celebrated by involving the entieily and community among conservative societigalier they use to
wear their traditional costume but now in the®2dentury a shift towards modern outfits can be plek among

conservative societies. There is no restrictiothéousage of any colour with respect to modernucost

Though the conservative societies belong to Hiritleir customs, traditional in performing a partautitual
differs. Even on migrating to the unknown regioeytthave retained their traditional way of celelmatthe rituals, the
rituals may be same but differs in the procedurbedollowed. Irrespective of the conservative sties perform all the

rituals mentioned in Table 20 wherednbi do not celebrate any ritual on a girl attaining @y and sheemant

| NAAS Rating: 3.10 — Articles can be sentdditor@impactjournals.us |




| Documentation on Traditional Festival Wear of Consettive Societies of Northern Karnataka 8b

(pregnancy) ceremony because they do not have iadydf pollution attached to it and most of the dint is kept as
secrete from the society. The rituals are the me&mnstain the social heritage and social contdgtiwkeeps an emotional
bounding attached with the friends and relativescelpt Lambani all other conservative societies adapted the nmoder
costumes like Indian saree, salwar-kameez, chudiddrskirt-top for girls and shirt, kurta with haglant, trousers and
jeans for boys of any colour wheredasmbanis still perform some of the rituals like marriage asiteement in their

traditional costumes.
CONCLUSIONS

The fairs and festivals are performed by wearirgtthditional costumes. The common festivals celelor by Hindus are
also celebrated by conservative societies wherdes,differences can be observed in the traditidaak festivals
celebration. This difference is due to the readikesorigin of conservative societies, original gga presently dwelling

area, Month and frequency of celebration by theroanmity.

Gouli men of £' generation wear shirt or kurta with half pant aaban,Halakki and Siddi men weadangoti,
Kunbi men are seen in shirt with half pant drambani men wear dhoti with kurta ad turban. On other haresh belongs
to 2% generation ofSouli wear shirt kurta with half pant and turbatglakkis wear shirt with trouserggunbi wear shirt
with half pant or trouserd,ambani andSiddi men wear shirt with half pant, formal trousergeams. In contrast to®land
2" generation, the men of°3jeneration irrespective of conservative societgvehirt with half pant, formal trousers and

jeans.

The women belonging to the" eneration ofGouli wear kachi style sare®4nd) with blouse,Halakkis and
Kunbis wear sareeBand) without blousel.ambanis wear ghagra, choli and chunni a8iddis wear Indian style saree but
the traditional costume dhe society is knee length skirt and bodice. On theotrand the ¥ generation women folk of
Gouli andHalakki have retained the traditionality and wear tradgiocostume. Meanwhilgunbis have adopted Indian
style saree with blouse. THeambanis do wear their traditional costume and sometimelain style saree tod&ddi
women drape saree in Indian style, salwar-kamedzhuadidar. In contrast to the 1st and 2nd geimmrgitthe women of
3“generation, irrespective of conservative societiesr Indian saree, salwar-kameez, langa-choli, swiée, chudidar,

skirt-top, and jeans-top.
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Table 1: Traditional Costumes Worn During the Celelation of Common Festivals By Conservative Societse

Celebration of

SL Name of the Month of T Involvement of F Traditional ..
No. Festival Cekebration F"-"?{,'luf)m“ Ve | ool | Colour | - Modem Costume | Signifcance
I Gouli
1 Sankranti January Entirs family en - Shirt,
2 Shivaratri February Entire family half pant and Men - Shirt and half
. . Men, young boys and | turban ant of Trousers o
. Hols March 08 0 _ 7 opids Women - Kzchi GI’E:H. %'omeu — Indian style ‘S 9“_}1?13?1? c-df
4 | Ugadi (Gudi padav) April ey Entire family style saree vélmllow saree and salwar- b ey, ]nos}s an
3 Nagar panchami August Women and guls (Band) with ‘ kameez, skirt-topper S
] Deepaweli November Entire family blouse adfrock
7 Ganesh festival Do not celebrate
I Halakki
1 Sankranti Jamuary Entire family
2 Shivaratri February Entire family Green,
3 Holi March Men. youngboysand |, o | red, dark | Men- Shirtand o
_ _ . gifls Women — Saree pmk, | tomsers Worshipmg of
4 | Ugadi (Gudi padav) April 17% Century Entire family DAL OHMEE | lne | Women-Indimstyle | Deity to pethis
. = - ~ - - (Band) without - S e
5 Napzpanchami Angust Women and girls Blouse puple | sareeand salwar- graces
6 Ganesh festival September Entirz family ) md | kamesz
7 Dasara October Entire family yellow
§ Deepawali November Entite family
jiii Kunhi
1 Sankranti Jamary Entire family
2 Shivaratri February Entire family
X - . Men, young boys and | Men— Shirt Gresn, | Men- Shirtand half N
? Holi March gitls and half pant rad, blue, | pantor trousers g qrs_}lgmléfnof
4 | Ugadi (Gudi padav) April 16" Century Entire family Women — Sarez | yellow | Women -Indian style sa?ﬂ?‘r ;Lr e
3 Nagzrpanchami August Entire family (Band) without md saree, langa-choliand S%Ein' oflifs
f Ganesh festival September Entire family blouse puple | zabwar kamesz B N
! Dasarz October Entirs family
] Deepawzli November Entire family
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Table 1: Contd.,

IV Lambani

1 Sankranti Jznuary

2 Shivaratri February Mlen— Dhoti, Men — Shirt and formal

3 Holi March kurta and turban Red rOUSErs Of jeans

4 | Upadi (Gudi padav) April . ) e Women — = Women —Indian style Worship of
3 Nazparpanchami Aupnst 19% Century Entire family Ghagra, cheli a:ldici:cnk sares, szlwar-kameez, Deity

6 Ganesh festival September and chimni chudidar, skirt-top and

7 Dasarz October Jeans-top

] Despawali November

v Siddi

1 Sankranti Jznuary .

2 Shivarati February Men - Shirt and half

3 Holi March Men - Langoti Era;l:;ars formal trousets

4 | Ugadi (Gudi padar) April 164 Century Entire family Women — Black | Women—Tndimstle | " orsbipof
3 Nagarpanchami August Bodice with S mmeestors

— - Saree, salwar-kameaz,

6 Gznesh festival September skirt . ;

= langa-choli, chudidar,

! Dasara_ October skirt-top and jeans-top

8 Despawali November

Table 2: Traditional Costumes Worn During the Celelvation of Traditional Festivals by Conservative Soieties

Celebration
Involvement on
Sl | Name of the | Monthof | of Festival Traditional . .
No. Festival Celebration Si of Family C Colonr | Modern Coztume Sigunificance
(Year)
I Gouli
. Wlen, voung i _
1 Sigma March bows and girls | Wen — Shirt Nlan - 5¥|.na.udhalr
2 | Gouri fastival | Szptember Entire family | and halfpant pantor lrousars
Entirs and turban Green . . Worship of Deity
3 - i an— -
- Dasara Octobar 19% Centurv | community | Women— and :;1]:15-;—;;1:2?
Gouri Women and | Kachi styls yellow ST
4 . Movamber . - - salwar-kamsaz,
hunnims girls sarza (Band) ki 4
Entirs with blouse skirt-toppar an
5 Govu habba | Movember . frock Worshiping cattls
community
I Halakki
Wlen, voung
1 Sugsi March oS . -
uEs N boys and girls Worship of Deity and
2 Hari dina E]:m.ra. ancastors
community
i Mean - Shirtand
3 G&’fit }E_HJ: October - Entirs Green, u-ouns ars = Worship of paddy cro
- (Harvesting | o omber community | Men—Langoti rad, = P ofpadd: P
astival) - - -
Woman - dack W i Godd
ik Nome Sarsz (Band, ink, . i omeEn Worsip lroddass
4 | Tulsipooja | Movember | 17% Contury| Womenand | =a D | PEE ) omen Indian | Tulsi to keep theis hushand
pirls withoutblouse | blus, - o ;
£ 1e style sarse and safaty and life security
Entirs PUPR | salwar-lkameez
5 | Govu habba | Mevembar " and Worshiping cattla
community vallow
Entire ) Worshiping tiger, prav to
6 Huli habba ", safzenard their domestic
community :
- animals
7 Entira . -
Hannu habba hay mhee Worship of ancestor
community
m Kunbi
1 Sigma March Men, young [, =@ o Men - Shirtand half
bows and girls 3 half ¢ pant or trousars
- Tulsi pooia Novembar Women and | O pan Graen, Worship of Deity to protect
- peod SRR pirls rad, their familizs and
Harrivamm . i . blue, Women —Indian community from avil sprit
3 =1 r 2 Le 21—
3 habba May / Juna 16" Centucy Enm'_ Women wellow | stvla sarsa, langs-
community Sarees (Band) i
{ancestor) N . and choliand salwar-
withoutblouss 1 = ——
Entire purple | kamesz Worship of tigar to
4 Huli habba - safsgnard their domestic
community -
- animals
IV Lambani
Mean — Dhoti, Men - Shirt and half
Lurta and pant or formal
turban Rad, | trousersandjsans . . .
1 Saatala (koli A 19% Ca i Entira Women — maroon | Women —Indisn Worship oF Godas]:;mg to
habba ) Angnst antury community Ghagra choli and stvle sarss salwar- gfota—c:that:’i'l;ndafom
and chunni black | kamssz chudidar, iseases and disordecs
skirt-top and jeans-
top
A Siddi
Men — Langoti ienm - S]_:I.Lfta.‘l:l.d half
Women — pantor rorn;gl
- B . trousers and jeans - . -
Hiriwar ; . Bodica with - A Worship of ancestor and ask
- . . 2 R W a7 —]
1 habba \?pnl a':d 16" Century Entir o skirt Black v ?lm = Ind;lmi them to stay alongand
(ancastor) —newembar community styls saras, salwar- safeguard their community
- Lamasz, langa-choli, = N
chudidar, skirt-top
and jsans-top
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Table 3: Traditional Costumes Worn During the Celelpation of Functions and Rituals Preformed by
Conservative Societies

1 At birth -- -

2 Naming ceremony 13t day after birth Both
3 Javala (hair cutting) ceremony 5% month after birth Both
4 Thread ceremony 5" month Boy
5 Function of menarche 12 to 16 years Girl
6 Engagement and Marriage After 18 years Both
7 Sheemant (Pregnancy) function 81 month Girl

Entire family

Entire family

Girl-Indian saree with
blouse and Salwar-

Kameez

Boy- Shirt, kurta with
half pant or formal
trousers and jeans

Girl- Indian saree with
blouse and Salwar-
Kameez

Boy- Shirt, kurta with
half pant or formal
trousers and jeans

All

colours

All

colours

Death ceremon 9 days Both

1 At birth - Both

2 Naming ceremony 13% day after birth Both
3 Javala (hair cutting) ceremony 74 month after birth Both
4 Thread ceremony 5% month after birth Boy
5 Function of menarche 12 to 16 years Girl

6 Engagement and Marriage After 20 years Both

7 | Sheemant (Pregnancy) function 8% month Girl

8 Death ceremony 11 days after death Both

1 At birth - Both
2 Naming ceremony 13% day after birth Both
3 Javala (hair cutting) ceremony 11% month after birth Both
4 Thread ceremony 34 month Boy
5 Function of menarche - Girl
6 Engagement and Marriage After 18 years Both
7 Sheemant (Pregnancy) function - Girl

Death ceremon 1 year after death Both
1 At birth - Both
2 Naming ceremony 1 month after birth Both
3 Javala (hair cutting)ceremony ot month Both
4 Thread ceremony 5% month Boy
5 Function of menarche 12 — 16 years Girl
6 Engagement and Marriage 18 years
7 | Sheemant (Pregnancy) function 7% month Girl
8 Death ceremony 13t day Both

Entire family

Entire family

Girl- Indian saree with
blouse, Langa-Choliand
Salwar-Kameez

Boy- Shirt, kurta with
half pant or formal
trousers and jeans

Girl- Ghagra, choli and
chunni, Indian saree with
blouse. Chudidar,
Skirt-Top,

Jeans-Top and Salwar-
Kameez

Boy- Shirt, kurta with
half pant or formal
trousers and jeans

colours

All

colours




